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An Update on The Eleven Female Baboons Rescued from the Biomedical Research Industry in April 
2011 

 
 

 
 
We, Courtney Martinez and Courtney Foster volunteers at C.A.R.E from the US have been working 
closely with the eleven girls rescued from the Biomedical Research Industry during our experience here 
at C.A.R.E. The experience has been so rewarding; getting to know the personalities of the 11 ladies and 
watching them develop and show increasing interest in both us as carers and the enrichment activities 
we are providing them with.  In the mornings we clean each of the individual cages and the center 
enclosure and feed the girls their breakfast. In the afternoon, in addition to feeding them again, we 
provide the baboons with additional scatter feeds such as small raisins, dry mealies, popcorn or dog 
biscuits to encourage foraging and other forms of enrichment. These ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΤ 
giving novel food items such as frozen foods and/or blocks of ice with seeds/fruits frozen inside, PVC 
pipes and plastic bottles stuffed with branches, peanut butter, raisins and popcorn, branches from some 
of the native trees, toys and feeding balls and stuffed animals.  
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ and how we see their personalities: 

¶ Ouma (Magogo) recently had a week in /Φ!ΦwΦ9ΦΩǎ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ŀŦǘŜǊ she obtained a minor tale injury 
from fighting through the fence. Magogo was in the lab for 13 years and this has had a major 
impact on her ability to socialize appropriately with the other baboons.  Due to her lack of 
baboon social skills, she has had a hard time mingling with the other baboons and often reacts 
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aggressively and inappropriately to the other baboons. After her 
tail injury she has fully healed and is doing well, she enjoys 
grooming Hope through the fence who is presently her neighbor.  

 

¶ Hope loves being next to OliviaΩǎ Troop (the orphan baboon babies) and 
spends most of her day grooming and getting groomed by the young ones, 
especially when her neighbor Magogo ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
smaller ones and has become like a mother figure for many of them. She 
never fails to show excitement for meal time and screams in anticipation 
for the food (even if she has only just been fed), this is probably signifies 
her time spent in a small single cage when being kept for the Biomedical 
Research Industry when meal time was possibly the only excitement or 
stimulation the girls had in the day. 
 

¶ Cora had a hand injury in late August where she had had a fight through 
the fence with either Cecilia or the wild baboons.  Cora again has been 

severely affected from her time spent in a single cage at the Research 
Facility and often acts inappropriately towards the other baboons.  
She is very untrusting of them and whilst at the Biomedical Research 
Facility she learned tƘŀǘ ΨǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎΩ ƻǊ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǾƻŎŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
would not have any repercussions (as she was in a single cage unable 
to physically touch other baboons at the facility but could flash them 
and vocalize aggressively without any consequences as the other 
baboons could not physically scold one another).  At C.A.R.E she has 
since learned that her flashing, grabbing through the fence and 
aggressive displays towards the other baboons do have consequences 
and her hand was injured through the fence.  She received immediate 

veterinary treatment and some spoiling in the C.A.R.E 
veterinary clinic for a week, before going back to the 
enclosure besides the other girls.  She is now housed besides 
Tao and the Nursery Babies with access to view and socialize 
with the girls who have been integrated into the middle 
enclosure.  Hope absolutely loves babies and is in her 
element getting to spend time grooming and watching the 
smallest orphan babies at C.A.R.E. as well as all of the new 
wild troop babies.  
 

¶ Tao seems very interested in the dynamic of the four integrated girls in the 
center enclosure and may be one of the next to become a part of the center 
group. She loves to groom the wild troop, even with her lack of fingers (that 
we believe were bitten off whilst in the Biomedical Research Facility) and 
seems very confident in her new home here at C.A.R.E.  She was housed 
with Ayanna for a few months, but the pair never groomed.  When housed 
together Ayanna and Tao often argued over food too.  The decision was 
made to introduce Ella to Tao and Ayanna.  The initial introduction went 
well; the younger, but insecure, Ella groomed the seemingly more dominant 
Tao immediately and Tao groomed her back.  It was great to see this positive 
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exchange and to see that Tao does in fact know the importance 
of grooming.  This bonding seemed to make Ayanna jealous and 
the three then had many arguments.  IT was decided that as Ella 

ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ !ȅŀƴƴŀ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ 9ƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƻΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ to 
grow.   Sadly Tao out of nowhere turned on Ella and beat her up so the three are having a break 
from each other.  It is the aim to allow Ayanna, Ella and Tao join the integrated group in the 
central enclosure, but for now it seems that Tao is the only one which may be ready 
psychologically.  
 

¶ Ella and Ayanna are still quite reserved and shy, unfortunately 
they lack some social skills that would allow them to integrate 
with the other girls and they even find it hard socialising with 
the wild troop. Every day they gain a bit more confidence in 
themselves and trust us a little more. They both are very 
curious when we clean their enclosures and never miss the 
chance to run off with our trash bags. 
Ella ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
appropriately react to social situatioƴǎΤ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
understand how to appease the other baboons.  Her grooming 
exchanges when introduced to Tao were really positive signs 
that she has potential to be integrated into the larger social 

group, but her rehabilitation must be slow, controlled 
and gentle.  Given time she will eventually get there. 
Ayanna ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
skills.  She loves the enrichment and scatter feeds, but 
is very shy with both us and the other baboons.  She 
has been given a break from her time spent with Tao as 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ΨǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ōƻǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
engaged in grooming each other (both believing the 
other should groom them perhaps so no grooming 
occurred).  She will groom through the fence and will 
eventually be reintroduced.  It is felt that eventually, 
with increased social exposure her confidence will 
increase and she will be able to be integrated along 
with Tao and Ella into the larger social group in the central enclosure.  

 

¶ Cecilia is often seen grooming the wild troop. She 
seems very trusting of us while we clean her enclosure, 
which is a vast improvement and has recently began to 
take food from our hands which is important for us to 
be able to give her additional vitamins and if ever 
required medication.  She enjoys engaging with the 
ǿƛƭŘ ǘǊƻƻǇ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
other girls.  She is a strong character, somewhat aloof, 
but neither aggressive nor overly positive; she has lots 
of potential to be integrated. 
 



 Authors; Courtney Martinez, Courtney Foster and Samantha Dewhirst, October 2012. 

 

¶ Sammie Jo enjoys her new platform built recently by the C.A.R.E 

Primate Keepers and spends a lot of time perched high 
observing her surroundings. She and Joanie are very close and 
love grooming each other and even sometimes share food 
piles.  Their relationship is incredible to watch; they trust each 
other completely and know where each of them stand. 
 

 

¶ Joanie is the dominant female or the integrated social group, or 
ΨƳŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘΩ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀƎŜΦ  {ƘŜ 
loves the enrichment we give her, and is often found stuffing her 
face with whatever treats we have given that day. She is very 
peaceful in her demeanor with the other girls as they each have 
respect for her and know their place in the dominance hierachy. 
²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ {ŀƳƳƛŜ WƻΣ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ 
Janine, who she also likes to spend time with too. 
 

¶ WŀƴƛƴŜΩǎ confidence has blossomed since she arrived at C.A.R.E. 
The implant contraception seems to have worn off and she is now 
regularly swelling (coming into oestrus) for the past two months.  

She is very proud of her new, large swelling and never fails to show it 
off. Due to the enclosure design she does not have any access to 
males; therefore presently there is no risk for her to become 
pregnant, therefore the C.A.R.E staff are allowing her the pleasure of 
her to swell.  Swellings really make the females feel attractive and 
significantly increase their confidence.  Janine has recently started 
taking an interest in grooming the Olivia troop which has shown the 
growth of her social skills since her arrival at C.A.R.E. 
 

 

¶ Maya continues to be charming, 
good spirited and inquisitive of all 
her surroundings. She loves being 
with both the Olivia and KD troops 
(older babies), and is very sociable 
with the other girls and us.  She 
often has a twinkle in her eye and 
seems to enjoy observing us as 
much as we like to observe her.  
She is a real character and due to 
this she fitted easily into the main 
integrated social group.  She is 
clever and avoids conflict, and she 
is faster than the old Joanie or 
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slightly overweight Sammie Jo and therefore can steal food and 
run with it!  She is funny to watch.  Maya when in a single 
enclosure used to bounce on the spot when it was time for her 

main feed, this is typical of baboons housed in the Biomedical Research Facilities in single 
ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΦ  {ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƴƻǿΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
the main social group, it is such a pleasure to see her progression. 
 
 

Enrichment Ideas for the Girls; 

¶ Ice lollys with fruit/juice/seeds 

¶ Boxes with jam/peanut 
butter/browse/grass/fruit/seeds/treats 

¶ Logs with holes filled with treats/honey/seeds/raisins 

¶ Cabbage/leaf parcels; cabbage or other leaves filled with 
fruits/jam/treats/seeds and then tied with hay/bendy 
branches 

¶ Kong toys (rubber dog toys) filled with treats.  Plug the 
end with grass/twigs/butternut 

¶ Stuffed fruits/veggies; stuff 
watermelons/apples/butternut with treats and you 
could also add jello or fruit juice too and freeze them if 
desired 

¶ Plastic bottles; remove the plastic lid, plastic ring and 
wrapping.  Fill with branches, seeds, treats, fruit, jam etc 

¶ PVC pipes; stuffed with treats/branches. 
 

 

Vitamin Balls, Typical Ingredients; 

¶ Cooked carbohydrate (mealie meal, pasta, potatoes, rice, oats, bread) 

¶ Mix carbohydrate with seeds, fruits of donated appealing foods 

¶ Add an egg 

¶ Add Vitamin syrup 

¶ Add some milk powder 

¶ Add jam/peanutbutter/honey/yogurt/juice/syrup/sugar or other nice flavouring 

¶ Add ½ cup of oil 

¶ Roll into balls and store appropriately until given out

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water bottles 

stuffed with 

raisins, popcorn, 

cookies, lettuce 

and crackers  
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Vitamin Balls: a combination of a 

carbohydrate, nutritious vitamin 

and mineral enriched milk 

powder, jam (or other flavouring), 

seeds, protein, vitamins and eggs. 

Left: Janine looking at the treats inside the bottle and trying to figure out how to get to them.  Right: Maya getting the popcorn out of the bottle but still going as 

she really wants the dried fruits to fall out! 
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Joanie enjoying the vitamin balls  

(notice the stuffed pouches!)  

Janine and Sammie Jo enjoying 

their brand new platforms which 

in this photo are half finished. 

Janine and Maya enjoying their 

brand new platforms.  See 
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